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News & Notes 
Annas, Glantz examine use of 
nursing home patients in research, 
warn against rights violations 
Two BUSM medical-legal experts have warned scientists to en-
sure that rights of nursing home patients are not violated when 
research is conducted involving such patients. 
In an editorial in a recent New England Journal of Medicine, 
George J. Annas, J.D., M.P.H., the Edward R. Utley Professor 
of Public Health (health law) and chief of the Health Law Sec-
tion of the School of Public Health, and Leonard H. Glantz, 
J.D., a professor of socio-medical sciences and community 
medicine and public health (health law) and associate director 
of SPH, examined the ethical questions governing the use in re-
search studies of nursing home residents. 
Due to the expanding field of geriatrics and increasing sen-
sitivity to the needs of nursing home residents, the authors said 
it is important to ensure that the welfare of nursing home sub-
jects is protected. This is achieved by "ensuring that risks are 
minimized, benefits are maximized, and only subjects who can 
understand why they are being subjected to research are asked 
to participate," the authors wrote. 
"The primary rule is that mentally incompetent subjects 
should be used only when competent subjects cannot," they 
wrote. "Furthermore, research with incompetent subjects should 
be related to a problem unique to this population and should in-
volve either no risk or minimal risk." 
The authors also recommend that a nursing home council, 
made up primarily of residents of the home, review and ap-
prove any protocol before the research can be conducted at 
their facility. "Research that may seem trivial to us in terms of 
risk, discomfort, disorientation, or dehumanizing effects may 
not seem so trivial to this vulnerable and often frightened 
population," they added. 
"Rules for research in nursing homes," the authors con-
cluded, "must be developed sensitively and systematically, so 
that investigators have clear guidance and the rights and welfare 
of research subjects are protected." 
Dean's Conference Room dedicated 
in memory of the late Eddie McCarthy 
Members of the School's Executive Committee recently took 
part in the dedication of the Dean's Conference Room, located 
on the I4th floor of the Instructional Building, in memory of 
the late Edward "Eddie" G. McCarthy. McCarthy, a BUSM 
employee for 28 years and a special friend to BUSM students, 
died last spring at age 72 in the University Hospital following a 
CONFERENCE ROOM DEDICATED - William F. McNary Jr., 
Ph.D., left, associate dean for student affairs, and Dean John Sandson 
display plaque at entrance to the Eddie McCarthy Conference Room. 
long illness. 
"Eddie was at the School longer than most of us and he had 
a job that wasn't well defined. He was a very close friend of 
the students. Alumni always ask about him. He was a friend 
when they needed him," Dean John I. Sandson said. 
A special plaque will hang outside the Eddie McCarthy Con-
ference Room, which formerly served as McCarthy's office. 
On display outside the Conference Room is the Eddie 
McCarthy Cup, which bears the names of winners of the annual 
tennis tournament started by BUSM students in McCarthy's 
honor in 1985. 
Home Medical Service chosen as 
Living-At-Home Program model site 
The Home Medical Service (HMS) of the University Hospital 
recently was among 19 model project sites named for a new $7-
million program that helps the elderly spend their later years at 
home and avoid premature or inappropriate placement in institu-
tions. The nationwide, multi-foundation sponsored Living-At-
Home Program (LAHP) has granted $350,000 to HMS for the 
next three years. Anna Bissonnette, R.N., M.S., associate direc-
tor of HMS and an assistant professor of socio-medical sciences 
and community medicine, is project administrator for LAHP at 
UH. 
The HMS, which is directed by R. Knight Steel, M.D., a 
professor of medicine and socio-medical sciences and com-
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munity medicine, will use the funds to coordinate local partner-
ships of organizations serving elderly people, particularly those 
persons who are challenged by language barriers, emotional or 
mental health problems, family or caretaker abuse, or the threat 
of displacement from their homes. 
The HMS, established by BUSM in 1875, is the nation's 
oldest continuously operated home-care system. Today, care is 
provided by teams of fourth-year medical students, physicians, 
nurses and social workers to more than 1,000 elderly people in 
the Boston area. 
Department of Surgery 
sponsors Smithwick Lecture 
The BUSM Department of Surgery recently sponsored the First 
Annual Smithwick Foundation Lecture and Day in Surgery in 
honor of Reginald Smithwick, M.D., a former surgeon-in-chief 
at the University Hospital. 
Jesse Thompson, M.D., a former surgical colleague of Smith-
wick's and a surgical pioneer in the field of carotid occlusive 
disease, was the First Annual Smithwick Lecturer. His topic 
was "Diagnosis and Management of Carotid Occlusive Disease." 
The Smithwick Foundation was established in 1947 in ap-
preciation of work being done by Smithwick in the treatment of 
hypertension and cardiovascular disease through sm-gery 
Sterling Drug Professorship, 
Pharmacology meeting held 
Susan Band Horwitz, Ph.D., a professor 
and co-chairman of the Department of 
Molecular Pharmacology at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine in New 
York, visited the Medical Center Feb. 11 
through 13 as the Sterling Drug Visiting 
Professor of Pharmacology. Horwitz, an 
expert on the pharmacology of anti-
neoplastic agents, presented a seminar en-
titled "Taxol and Bleomycin: Two An-
titumor Agents with Unique Mechanisms 
of Action" on Feb. 11 at the School. Her 
keynote address, "Multidrug Resistance in Neoplastic Cells," 
was delivered the following day. 
During her visit, Horwitz also met with faculty and smdents 
in the departments of Pharmacology, Pathology, Microbiology 
and Biochemistry, and the Division of Medical Oncology. The 
Sterling Drug Visiting Professorship stems from a fund created 
in 1979 by the Sterling Drug Company "to promote interchange 
of knowledge between colleges and universities in the field of 
pharmacology." 
Pharmacology meeting 
Horwitz concluded her visit by addressing the Sixteenth An-
nual Meeting of New England Pharmacologists Feb. 13 and 14 
Susan Band Horwitz, 
Ph.D. 
at the Boston Marriott Westborough Hotel, Westborough, Mass. 
She presented "Overview: Mechanisms of Resistance to Anti-
neoplastic Agents" at the meeting, which was hosted by the 
BUSM Department of Pharmacology and Experimental 
Therapeutics. 
The speakers at the meeting from BUSM included Edward 
W. Peltkan, M.D., chairman of the Department, who spoke at 
the Friday evening dinner. Serving as chairpersons of the scien-
tific sessions were Judith K. Marquis, Ph.D., an associate 
professor of pharmacology, and W. Mark Vogel, M.D., an assis-
tant professor of pharmacology and medicine. A number of 
faculty from the Department delivered some of the nearly 50 
papers and posters presented at the meeting. 
Department of Radiology 
sponsors Kaufman Lecture 
The Department of Radiology, in cooperation with the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston and the Lowell Institute, will present the 
S.A. Kaufman, M.D., Memorial Lecture on Sunday, March 8, 
at 2 p.m. at the MFA's Remis Auditorium. 
Diane R. Karp, Ph.D., curatorial consultant to the Ars 
Medica Collection, Philadelphia Museum of Art, will deliver a 
slide lecture entitled "Physicians, Quacks, Saints and Healers: 
The Artist as Recorder of Images of Healers Over a Span of 
600 Years." 
The lecture is named in memory of Seymour A. Kaufman, 
M.D., a clinical professor of radiology at BUSM for 14 years 
and an alumnus, who died in 1984. 
DISCUSSING RESEARCH - Pictured at the Second Annual Evans 
Medical Research Day, held recently at the Medical Center, are, left 
to right, C. Michael Bliss, MD., an associate professor of medicine, 
John S. Fordtran, M.D., chief of internal medicine at Baylor 
University Medical Center in Dallas, and J. Thomas Lamont, M.D., a 
BUSM professor of medicine. (Photo by James P. Dwyer) 
Soviet sports medicine 
experts visit Medical Center 
Two sports-medicine experts from the Soviet Union recently 
paid a goodwill visit to Boston, with Robert E. Leach, M.D., 
chairman of the Department of Orthopedic and Fracture 
Surgery, as one of their chief hosts. The two visitors also met 
with BUSM Dean John 1. Sandson, M.D. 
The visitors were Professor Sergei Mironov, M.D., head of 
Clinic of Sports, Ballet and Circus Trauma, Moscow, and Ivan 
Babkine, M.D., assistant chairman of Sports Medicine at the 
Central Medical Institute for the Postgraduate Education of Doc-
tors. Their visit included attendance at several Boston-area 
professional sporting events, including Celtics, Patriots and 
Bruins games. Leach currently is chairman of the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee's Sports Medicine Council. 
Small instrument grants available 
March 15 is the deadline for applications to the Dean's Office 
for faculty members who have National Institutes of Health 
grants and who seek additional funds for small instruments 
needed for the research projects. The needed instruments can 
range in price from $5,000 to $60,000. The School can apply 
for a total of $102,000 in small-instrument grants. Dean John 1. 
Sandson said. Only those having NIH grants can apply. For 
more information, please contact the Dean's Office, 638-5300 
(x5300). 
BUSM faculty participate 
in program on large bowel cancer 
Leonard S. Gottlieb, M.D., M.P.H., chairman of the Department 
of Pathology, presented "National Polyp Study: Pathology of 
Polyps Removed at Colonoscopy," and Michael J. O'Brian, 
M.R.C.Path., an associate professor of pathology, presented 
"National Polyp Study: Polyp and Patient Variables Associated 
with Significant Dysplasia" at the Large Bowel Cancer Program 
Workshop on "Basic and Clinical Perspectives of Colorectal 
Polyps and Cancer." The program was sponsored by the Organ 
Systems Coordinating Center and the Large Bowel Cancer 
Program of the Organ Systems Program of the National Cancer 
Institute. Adrianne E. Rogers, M.D., a professor of pathology, 
and Norman Zamcheck, M.D., a research associate of pathol-
ogy, also were among the conference participants. Medical student research to be 
presented at upcoming symposium 
The Medical Student Section of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society will sponsor a "Medical Student Research Symposium" 
featuring student presentations in the categories of clinical, 
basic and socio-economic sciences. The symposium, which 
will be held May 8, offers selected students the opportunity to 
present their papers at the Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. Prizes of $75 also will be awarded to present-
ing students. For further information about the symposium. 
ON GOODWILL VISIT - Robert E. Leach, M.D., left, and Anthony A. 
Schepesis, MD., a clinical instructor in orthopedic surgery, second 
right, discuss a case with Soviet sports-medicine experts Professor 
Sergei Mironov, MD., second left, and Ivan Babkine, MD. (Photo by 
Lucy Milne, Educational Media, BUSM) 
please contact BUSM-III student Margo M. Moskos, M.P.H., of 
the Medical Student Section Governing Council, at 396-0398 
(BUSM Box #592) or Barbara Adler at the MMS, 893-4610. 
Levine chairs program in Israel; 
plans upcoming conference 
Ruth R. Levine, Ph.D., chairman of the Division of Medical 
and Dental Sciences and a professor of pharmacology, was the 
chairperson for the recent scientific session on "Receptor 
Characterization" for the International Symposium on Mus-
carinic Cholinergic Mechanisms, held in Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Levine also recently spent several weeks in Australia and 
New Zealand making preparations for the Third Symposium on 
"Subtypes of Muscarinic Receptors," to be sponsored by BUSM 
August 29 to 31 in Sydney, Australia. The symposium will be 
a satellite meeting in conjunction with the Xdi Congress of 
Pharmacology, planned for the same dates in Sydney. For infor-
mation about submitting abstracts for poster papers for presenta-
tion at the symposium, contact Levine at 638-5120 (x5120). 
Division of Medical and Dental Sciences 
awards travel funds to students 
The Division of Medical and Dental Sciences recently awarded 
$250 travel scholarships to five students to enable them to 
present papers at major scientific meetings in other cities. The 
students, their papers and the conferences at which they will 
speak or have spoken are: 
Ann Hospelhom, a Ph.D. candidate in biochemistry, 
presented "Type IV Collagen (CIV) and Laminin (LN) Syn-
thesis by Neonatal Rat Aortic Smooth Muscle Cells" in Decem-
ber at the American Society of Cell Biology meeting in 
Washington, D.C.; Mun-fai Leung, a Ph.D. candidate in 
microbiology, presented "Role Glutathione Content in Modulat-
ing Cytoskeletal Perturbation Induced by l-chloro-2,4-dinitro-
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benzine" at the 26th annual meeting of the Society of Toxicol-
ogy Feb. 24-27 in Washington, D.C.; Jerome B. Meyers, an 
M.D.-Ph.D. candidate in pathology, presented "Human 
Neutrophilic Membrane Depolarization is Dependent on Cal-
cium-regulated Potassium Conductance: A Process Indepen-
dent of Respiratory Burst Activation" in December at the 
American Society of Hematology 28th annual meeting in San 
Francisco; Gregory Robinson, a Ph.D. candidate in 
biochemistry, presented "Hepatic Growth Dependent Expres-
sion of Rat Tubulin Genes" in December at the American 
Society of Cell Biology meeting; and Jill P. Shaw, a Ph.D. can-
didate in microbiology, will present "Serum-induced Molecular 
Alterations in Microtubule-associated Proteins" at the 1987 
FASEB meeting March 29 through April 3 in Washington, D.C. 
Briefly Noted 
Janina R. Galler, M.D., a professor of psychiatry and director 
of the Center for Behavioral Development and Mental Retarda-
tion, has received the H. Sophie Newcomb Memorial College 
Centennial Award from her alma mater in recognition of out-
standing achievement by a Newcomb alumna....Aubrey 
Milunsky, M.B.B.Ch., D.Sc, F.R.C.P., D.C.H., director of the 
School's Center for Human Genetics and a professor of 
pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, and pathology, has writ-
ten and edited a second edition to his reference text for prenatal 
diagnosis of genetic disease, entitled "Genetic Disorders of the 
Fetus: Diagnosis, Prevention and Treatment." The text recent-
ly was published by Plenum Press in New York. 
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